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JULY 1978 
by 
Mark J. Highman 
America. A country of worth and praise, with 
a story of past ages that tells of men who gave 
their lives for the freedom that is born under the 
red, white and blue. It is this country that we as 
Americans love and in which we take pride. 
Francis Scott Key, the author and originator 
of "The Star Spangled Banner," felt likewise. He 
penned these words aboard a British ship on 
September 14, 1814: "Oh say, can you see, by 
the dawn's early light, what so proudly we 
hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?" But Mr. 
Key did not build his love and pride on a 
man-centered country. Notice the next verse of 
his writing: "O thus be it ever when free men 
shall stand between their loved homes and the 
war's desolation! Blest with victory and peace, 
may the heaven rescued land praise the power 
that hath made and preserved us a nation! Then 
conquer we must, when our cause it is just, and 
this be our motto: "in God is our trust!" 
Francis Scott Key was convinced that "The 
Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave o'er 
the land of the free, and the home of the brave," 
when "In God is our trust!" 
So what happened? Look at our country 
today. Crime in every city, the black-market a 
booming business, pornography on every 
magazine stand, sex rampant everywhere, 
drugs, killings, thievery; - nobody doing 
anything about it, and nobody seeming to care. 
Is this the same country Francis Scott Key said 
he was proud of? That was built on the motto, 
"In God is our trust?" No, absolutely not. 
I look at my country with pride, and even 
knowing its bad points, I can't help but love 
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America. But my friend, no country, not even 
America, can go long without God. We can see 
this throughout the history of the world in such 
great empires as Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, 
and Rome. They were once world powers; now 
they are only history recorded on pages in 
books. Each had lost sight of God, and they 
suffered for it. Can this happen to America? It 
surely can. 
So what can be done about it? In II Chronicles 
7: 14 we read, "If my people who are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land." ·God 
was speaking of the nation of Israel, but the 
principle is still true today. There needs to be a 
humbling and a turning from sin, back to God. 
Who must turn? Interestingly enough God 
asks that His people be the ones to turn. Could 
it be then that if all of God's people in America 
would turn to Him and away from their wicked 
ways, that He would heal our land? The 
unregenerated American cannot turn to God 
because he never knew God, but you and I can, 
and thus we can preserve the principles and 
heritage for which our country has been known. 
Listen, my friend. America depends on you. 
You depend on God. When the Christian turns 
back to God (for many are living "out of tune" 
with God), God will not turn His back on 
America. Let's first check on our own spiritual 
condition; then uplift our voices in unison to 
the God of our country so that He will heal our 
land, the Land of the Free-America! 
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The Land: of the_ Free 
This land of ours is full and free, 
A gift from God's own hand. 
If in this freedom we're to 1-be, 
We must pray for--it continually. 
Pray for our leaders that they might see 
That in God's wisdom they must lead. 
Pray that in Him they will agree · 
And keep our land the land of the free! 
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Characteri$tics of Religious : Fa:eedom 
., 
Free access to truth 
Redeeming love 
Everlasting life 
Eternity within the Father 
Daily guidance through this world 
Omnipotent protection 
Miraculous grace 
Patty Farmwald 
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by 
Bernard N. Bancroft 
Edited tor Living Springs by Janet Ebel 
Last month: Mike and Joe had warned the 
lieutenant that the Japanese would attack the 
island. A messenger had just told them that the 
lieutenant was in critical condition at Capayas 
Hospital, and wished to speak with them. 
The lieutenant licked his parched lips: "You 
were right," he whispered. "The Japs did come 
back." His breath came in short gasps. "They 
killed ten of us in payment for the death of their 
soldiers." He paused, "Me and my brother here, 
we're the only ones left," he rasped. "They died 
brave, though. We all said 'God bless America' 
before they fired. They must have thought they 
had killed us all." His head sank back in 
exhaustion, and he became quiet. 
The doctor rushed forward, feeling his pulse. 
"~e's d~ad; but I don't know how he stayed 
alive this long. Sheer will power, I guess. He 
really wanted to talk to you Quys." 
The lieutenant's death hit Joe hard. He knew 
it was all his fault. If he wouldn't have 
suggested the fishing trip, this never would 
have happened. His conscience pricked him 
e8:ch time he thought of it. Often, he secretly 
cned over it. 
A few weeks passed, in which Mike noticed 
Joe returning to normal. He also noticed that 
Joe's acquaintances were changing. Instead of 
hanging around with the guys, Joe had taken a 
special interest in Estrella, a school teacher who 
attended Pastor Evangelista's church. Some-
thing else happened that surprised Mike: Joe 
started attending nightly devotions with the 
Evangelistas. This was puzzling, since everyone 
noticed his "I'll-see-it-through-if-it-kills-me" 
attitude. But at least he came. 
Finally one night, in talking with Pastor 
Evangelista, Mike found the reason for Joe's 
appearances at devotions. Estrella had made 
him promise to come! 
Why, s~e had even talked him into attending 
church. Mike went, too, and soon even Juanita 
the tour guide, was attending regularly. ' 
Jo!:: and Mike _continued to attend nightly 
devotions. One night, Pastor Evangelista read 
from Isaiah 53. Seeing the confused looks on 
the men's faces, he said, "Here, let me read I 
Peter 2:24. Maybe that will help to clear things 
up for you." 
Speaking of Christ, he read, "Who his own 
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree 
that we, being dead to sins should live unt~ 
. ' righteousness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed." 
Mike was keenly interested in this verse and 
began to question the Pastor. ' 
"I don't get it," he said. "Those verses say 
that somebody took what was coming to me. 
How could God take the rap for me?" 
continued on page 6 
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Free To Serve 
by 
Ron Sheldon 
Each person living in America is a free 
person. He can do almost anything that he 
wants, as long as it does not interfere with the 
rights of others. With this kind of freedom we 
find two ways it can be used: to either satisfy 
ourselves, or to help others. This decision will 
be based on the principles by which we live our 
lives. 
As Christians, we should be prompted by the 
principles of God by which we live our lives. 
Those principles should always bring honor and 
glory to God, and be a blessing to others in our 
environment. In I Corinthians 9: 19 Paul writes, 
"For though I have made myself free from all 
men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, 
that I might gain the more." Although Paul was 
a free man, he was willing to deliberately make 
himself a slave to all, that he might win the 
more. He was willing to forego his freedom and 
subject himself to burdens, of others in order 
that he might win others. 
We are not forced to help those in need, be it 
physical or spiritual. However, as Christians, we 
are free to help, free to witness, and free to 
SERVE. How will you act on your freedom? 
July 1 Saturday Psalm 47 
July 2 Sunday I Corinthians 9:19-27 
July 3 Monday Colossians 1 :15-23 
July 4 Tuesday Jude 20-25 
July 5 Wednesday Revelation 1 :9-18 
July 6 Thursday Joshua 1 :1-9 
July 7 Friday Psalm 41 
July 8 Saturday Matthew 24:1-14 
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Someone Cares 
by 
Tom Paschall 
' .. 
lhc _ 
John 5: 1-16 gives us the account of a 
powerless, suffering man sitting hopelessly by 
the pool of Bethesda. The first person to touch 
the water after the angel stirred it would be 
cleansed of whatever disease he had. However, 
this particular man was too sick to reach the 
water in time to be healed. There was nobody 
that would help him and it seemed as if no one 
cared for him. But Someone did care for 
him-Jesus Christ. 
This is much like us as human beings. We are 
helpless to do anything without our Saviour. 
Sure, we might live a strong and useful seventy 
or eighty years, but our body soon dies and 
withers away. Jesus loved this sick and helpless 
man that no one else seemed to care about. He 
loves you, too! 
Are you like this man at the pool of Bethesda? 
Christ cared so much that He came down from 
His kingly place in heaven and died for YOU. 
Right now He has His eyes on you and is 
waiting for you to look to Him to give you 
eternal life in heaven. He cares for You! Why not 
accept Him by faith as your Saviour today? 
July 9 Sunday John 5: 1-8 
July 10 Monday Romans 5:1-11 
July 11 Tuesday Psalm 27:1-9 
July 12 Wednesday John 16:22-28,33 
July 13 Thursday Isaiah 41: 10-13 
July 14 Friday Psalm 119:63-72 
July 15 Saturday Luke 18:18-27 
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God the Rock 
by 
Cindy Denny 
The days we are now living in are very 
unstable. This unstableness is manifested in 
divorces, wars, and death, to name just a few. 
Due to this condition, people are always 
searching for stability. They frantically grab 
unto this world's stability, only to see it crumble 
beneath their grasp. The Bible states that there 
is onl~ one sure rock to which we can cling; that 
Rock Is God. 
What are the characteristics of this Rock? 
First of all, God is the only rock. This fact is 
strongly evidenced in Isaiah 44: 8 (NASB) where 
our all-knowin-q God says He knows of no other 
rock besides Himself. Secondly, He is a perfect, 
pure Rock (Deut. 32:4; I Sam. 2:2). In contrast 
to the world's rocks, there are no flaws in God 
our Rock whic_h would _cause Him to crumble. 
Thirdly, as God the Son, He is a spiritual, 
eternal Rock of Salvation (I Cor. 1 0: 4; Ps. 
89: 26). Moreover, these characteristics will 
never change ( Mal. 3: 6a) ! 
The Lord must place us on the Rock (Ps. 
40:2; 61 :2b). This placement will come only as 
we put our trust in Christ to save us from our 
sins (Ps. 40: 1-4; Jn. 3: 16). We cannot be placed 
on the Rock by the works we do (Eph. 2:8,9), 
only by trusting God. 
Realizing that God is the only stable, perfect 
Rock, will you trust in Him (Ps. 71 :1-3) and gain 
the benefits of this stable Rock in a weary land 
of unstableness (Isa. 32: 2)? 
July 16 Sunday I Samuel 2:2-10 
July 17 Monday I Corinthians 10:1-15 
July 18 Tuesday Psalm 89:1-18 
July 19 Wednesday Hebrew 13:1-9 
July 20 Thursday Psalm 40 
July 21 Friday Psalm 62:1-8 
July 22 Saturday Psalm 18:1-18, 30-32, 46 
WEEKLY 
DEVOTIONAL 
MEDITATIONS 
A Citizenship in Heaven 
by 
C. Dean Harkness 
" ... Repent; for the Kingdom of heaven is at 
hand." Everybody wants to go to heaven and 
everybody talks about it, but not everyone is 
going there. The only way one can have 
citizenship in heaven is by a belief and 
acceptance of Jesus Christ through repentance 
of sins (Phil. 3:20). 
The need for repentance of sin and 
acceptance is needed by all. In I Cor. 6: 9, the 
Bible says that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God. Romans 3: 23, 24 says that 
all have sinned and that the only wav of 
redemption is in Jesus Christ. Without 
repentance all shall perish. God speaks to us in 
His Word and shows us why we need to repent, 
what happens if we do not, and then what the 
result is if we do. 
Luke 15: 7 shows us that heaven rejoices over 
one sinner who repenteth more than over 
ninety-nine righteous. God is concerned for us. 
He gives us a promise in John 5: 24 where he 
says "He that heareth my Word, and believeth 
on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into judgement, but is passed 
from death into life." 
Claim the gift of God today, confess your sins 
to Him, believe in your heart and confess with 
your mouth your belief in Jesus Christ. Become 
a citizen of heaven! 
July 23 Sunday Romans 10:1-7 
July 24 Monday Romans 10:8-13 
July 25 Tuesday Luke 13:1-5 
July 26 Wednesday Luke 15:1-7 
July 27 Thursday I Corinthians 6:9-20 
July 28 Friday John 5:21-29 
July 29 Saturday Romans 3:21-31 
July 30 Sunday Psalm 103 
July 31 Monday Luke 6:20-38 
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continued from page 3 
"Mike, was anybody ever executed by 
mistake?" asked the Pastor. 
"Why, sure. I mean ... l suppose some people 
have been." 
"Were they executed for their own sins?" 
asked Pastor Evangelista. 
"Why no," said Mike, "They were executed for 
the sins of another." 
"Were they guilty?" continued the Pastor. 
"No, they were innocent, of course! But, 
Pastor, that's a person who has been executed 
by mistake." 
"Exactly!" countered the pastor. "Now, what 
if it was no mistake at all? What if the innocent 
man knew all about it, and wanted to die in 
place of the guilty one?" 
"Bu-But why?" faltered Mike. "Why would he 
do that?" 
"Because he loved the one who was guilty!" 
the pastor said. 
Joe stirred uneasily, his restlessness quite 
noticeable. Mike felt he had enough to think 
about, so he dropped the subject, for Joe's 
sake. 
That night, Joe's quiet breathing brought 
back memories to Mike, as he laid on his bed, 
thinking. It reminded him of Joe's soft crying 
when they had laid the I ieutenant to rest. 
"That lieutenant," thought Mike, "sure was a 
brave man. He was actually willing to die for 
us." This thought stabbed Mike like a knife. 
Sure, Joe had always blamed himself for the 
lieutenant's death; for he had been the one to 
suggest the fishing trip. But Mike somehow felt 
guiity, too. He felt like a criminal for whom 
somebody else had been executed. 
Suddenly Mike sat upright in bed. "Hey!" he 
thought. "That's it! That's what Pastor 
Evangelista was trying to get across to me 
tonight!" 
Tears crept into his eyes as he silently prayed 
to the Lord: "I see it now, Lord. Thank you for 
showing me. I am a guilty sinner, and you died 
for my sin, in my place. I believe it, Lord. I 
accept your gift of salvation. Thank you for 
dying for me. Amen." 
Mike jumped out of bed, and soon found 
himself pounding on the pastor's door to tell 
him the good news. Mike was excited to share 
the news with Joe, too, but when he got up the 
next morning, his friend had gone. 
Unknown to Mike, Joe and a lieutenant friend 
of his, had gone to talk to the mayor about a 
serious issue. Because of the recent massacre 
at Palunka Island, the Capayas town officials 
were now terrified at the very sight of an 
American soldier . . The mayor had demanded 
PAGE SIX 
that all the Americans either leave the island, or 
surrender their rifles, keeping only their 
sidearms. Joe and the lieutenant had gone to 
see the -mayor that morning, intending to make 
him recall the "no rifle" policy. 
The I ieutenant and the mayor exchanged 
angry words, and several shots were fired. Joe 
was an innocent victim of circumstance, being 
at the scene with the lieutenant, but not actually 
involved in the argument. When Mike saw him 
sprawled on the stretcher, covered with blood, 
he wasn't sure if his buddy was dead or alive. 
Next month: Is Joe dead or alive? We'll find 
out next month, along with what happens to 
Juanito, the Filipino tour guide, who killed the 
two Japanese soldiers. 
Let's Chatter 
About a Matter 
editorial by Mark Highman 
This month we have a letter from Mrs. Ray 
Melcher from Rudd, Iowa, who would like to 
share with our readers a testimony of The Lord's 
enablement in her Christian witness. Thank you 
Mrs.Melcher! 
Dear Living Springs: 
The Lord has given me a concern for the lost, 
some in churches, and also others. He has given 
me sufficient knowledge of scripture to share 
with others. How I thank the Lord for causing 
me to believe His Word, that the needy might 
benefit. There are the complacent, the 
indifferent, and the hard hearts. 
The Lord has increased my faith in prayer. He 
gives me verses in answer to prayer, to use in 
sharing times. He increased my interest in 
missionary work through answered prayer in 
their behalf. 
The Lord has made prophecy a most urgent 
subject for sharing, to convince those who are 
deprived of the Word for these days, that they 
might be comforted. 
Mrs. Ray Melcher (signed) 
Qnizzle byC/ndyDenny 
Clues: 
Free land in which we live: ___ __ (7 
letters). 
Let---- - ring. (7 letters). 
----- and justice for all. (7 letters). 
If the _____ shall make you free ... (Jn . 
8: 36) (3 letters). 
All under _____ (Gal. 3:22) (3 letters). 
Our heritage - a house eternal in 
- - --· (II Cor. 5:1) (6 letters) . 
Passed from ______ to ____ _ 
(I Jn. 3:14) (5 letters, 4 letters). 
Turned from the power of _____ unto 
God. (Acts 26:18) (5 letters). 
With the _____ man believeth. (Rom. 
10: 10) (5 letters). 
_____ believeth on him will not 
perish ... (Jn. 3:16) (9 letters). 
. . . to every one that ____ _ . .. (Rom . 
1 : 16) (9 letters). 
Not bondage again to _____ (Rom. 
8: 15) (4 letters) . 
Looking At 
God's Creation 
by 
Karen Payne 
One observer, counting dead 
insects being lugged and pushed 
into an ant nest, calculated that 
13,500 bodies would be handled 
during an eight-hour day. An ant 
can carry a moth twenty-seven 
times as large as itself. When carrying such a 
load, the ant must travel over grass and other 
obstacles where there is no open space in which 
to manuever. This has been compared to a man 
carrying an airplane through a jungle! 
.. An ant does not lift and carry the load, but 
drags, pushes, pulls and upends it. The ant 
constantly runs around from side to side, up,on 
front or behind. With its six legs and head it 
works diligently, never pausing. The ant is 
constantly sizing up the situation and rapidly 
doing what needs to be done. 
God asks us to consider the ant, "Go to the 
an_t, !,hou sluggard; consider her ways, and be 
wise (Proverbs 6:6). She works diligently: 
"Which, having no guide, overseer, or ruler 
provideth her food in the summer, and gathereth 
Word Find: Fill in the blanks then find the 
underlined word in the word ju~gle. The word 
may be vertical, horizontal, backwards or 
diagonal. ' 
A 
E 
I 
C 
A 
s 
z 
w 
L I 
0 N 
1'' I 
N S 
E Z 
V T 
A S 
E 0 
H T 
C D 
B E 
D C 
L R 
Q N 
A N 
H 0 
S F 
C A 
E N 
T R 
R T Y F 
S P B R 
M N E E 
H V L E 
E F I D 
L H E 0 
T O V M 
R A E F 
Q V '11 L 
A E H S 
her food in the harvest" (Proverbs 
6: 7). In the same manner, we are 
commanded to be "not slothful in 
business: fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord" (Romans 12: 11 ). 
Are you diligently serving the 
Lord right now or are you a 
slothful sleeper? "How long wilt 
thou sleep, 0 sluggard? When wilt 
thou arise out of thy sleep?" 
(Proverbs 6: 9). 
The Bible tells us of the 
possible results of not serving the Lord right 
now: "Yet a little sleep, a little slumber a little 
folding of the hands to sleep, so shall thy 
poverty come like one that traveleth, and thy 
want as an armed man" (Proverbs 6: 1 O, 11 ). Has 
not the time arrived to wake up and begin 
diligently to serve the Lord? 
We are given assurance that we will be 
rewarded for diligently serving the Lord: "For 
God is not unrighteous to forget your work and 
labor of love, which ye have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister" (Hebrew 6: 10). "Be ye 
strong, therefore, and let not your hands be 
weak, for your work shall be rewarded" (II 
Chronicles 15:7). 
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life. John 4: 14 
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